
INTRODUCTION

Titanium dioxide, also known as titania is the natu-
rally occurring oxide of titanium. We will find TiO2 in
all kinds of paint, printing ink, plastics, paper, synthetic
fibers, rubber, condensers, painting colours and
crayons, ceramics, electronic components along with
food and cosmetics. Many studies have been published
on the use of TiO2 as a photocatalyst for the decomposi-
tion of organic compounds. Photocatalytic activity
(PCA) is the ability of a material to create an electron
hole pair as a result of exposure to ultraviolet radiation.
The resulting free-radicals are very efficient oxidizers
of organic matter. Photocatalytic activity in TiO2 has
been extensively studied because its potential use in
sterilization, sanitation, and remediation applications.
The ability to control PCA is important in many other
applications utilizing TiO2 including paint pigments and
cosmetics that require low PCA. The photocatalytic
activity of titania results in thin coatings of the material
exhibiting self cleaning and disinfecting properties
under exposure to UV radiation. These properties make
the material a candidate for applications such as med-
ical devices, food preparation surfaces, air conditioning
filters, and sanitaryware surfaces.

Nanocrystalline anatase [1] powders with particle
sizes from 8 to 38 nm have been synthesized by
hydrothermal treatment of aqueous TiOSO4 solutions
and TiO2.xH2O amorphous gel. In the next work [2],

anatase-type TiO2, which was stable up to 800°C, was
successfully synthesized from TiOSO4 under hydrother-
mal condition at 180°C and its photocatalytic activity
through the decomposition of methylene blue in aque-
ous solution as a function of calcination conditions was
studied. Photocatalytic activity of anatase [3] powders
was discussed in the relation to their crystallinity.
Anatase powders were synthesized under hydrothermal
condition at 180°C from TiOSO4 aqueous solution with
0.1-3.0 mol/l concentration and then annealed at high
temperatures above 700°C. Titania samples rich in
brookite [4] were prepared under hydrothermal condi-
tions by starting from TiCl3 as titanium precursor.
Nanocrystalline titania with particle size 20-50 nm and
specific surface area 20-80 m2/g was prepared by
hydrothermal treatment of aqueous solution TiOSO4,
H2TiO(C2O4)2 and TiO(NO3)2 solutions[ ]. The photo-
catalytic behavior of synthesized TiO2 powders was
studied in the reaction of phenol photodegradation in
water and optimal characteristics of these materials are
explored. The best photocatalytic activity was observed
for a mixture of rutile (15 %) and anatase (85 %)
prepared by high-temperature hydrolysis of aqueous
TiOSO4 solution. Nanocrystalline zirconia and titania
[6] were synthesized by hydrothermal treatment of zir-
conyl ZrO(NO3)2 and titanyl TiO(NO3)2 nitrates aqueous
solutions and amorphous gels of the corresponding
hydroxides, the hydrothermal synthesis was performed
in the range of temperatures 150-250°C. Nanocrys-
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talline powders of anatase and rutile type of titania with
different morphology and particle size 13-50 nm (XRD)
were prepared by a hydrothermal treatment of complex
titanyl oxalate acid H2TiO(C2O4)2 aqueous solutions [7].
A titanium hydroxide nanogel was neutrally precipita-
ted from a TiCl4 aqueous solution and then used as the
precursor in the hydrothermal process [8]. The applica-
tion of microwave irradiation to the hydrothermal syn-
thesis of rutile from aqueous TiOCl2 solution is presen-
ted in paper [9]. Mesoporous nanocrystalline TiO2

powders were synthesized by a hydrothermal method
using tetrabutylorthotitanate as precursor in ethanol-
water mixed solutions [10]. Nanosized TiO2 particles
were prepared by hydrothermal method of the amor-
phous powders which were precipitated in an aqueous
peroxotitanate solution using different amine group-
containing organics [11]. Well-defined spherical meso-
porous TiO2 was prepared from a poly(ethylene glycol)-
poly(propylene glycol)-based triblock copolymer and
titanium isopropoxide mixed with 2,4-pentanedione by
using a simple sol-gel approach in aqueous solution.
Hydrothermal treatment was performed to increase the
crystallinity, thermal stability, surface area, and photo-
catalytic activity of the mesoporous TiO2 [12]. TiO2

nanoparticles were prepared using the hydrolysis of tita-
nium tetraisopropoxide using tetraethyl ammonium
hydroxide as a peptizing agent in the hydrothermal
method [13]. Industrial TiOSO4 solution was used as
inorganic precursor to prepare mesoporous titania via
composite template route, using cetyltrimethylam-
monium bromide (CTAB) and tri-block copolymer
EO20PO70EO20 (P-123) as structure-directing agents
(SDA) under high acidity conditions [14]. Trimodally
sponge-like macro-mesoporous titania was prepared by
hydrothermal treatment of precipitates of tetrabutyl
titanate (Ti(OC4H9)4) in pure water [15]. Bimodal
nanocrystalline mesoporous TiO2 powders with high
photocatalytic activity were prepared by a hydrothermal
method using tetrabutylorthotitanate TiO(C4H9)4 as pre-
cursor [16]. Highly photoactive nano-sized TiO2 powder
photocatalyst was prepared by a hydrothermal method
at 180°C for 5 h using tetrabutyl titanite (TBOT) as the

precursor. The pH values of the starting suspensions
were adjusted from 1 to 11 using a 1.0 M HCl or 1.0 M
NH3·H2O solution [17]. TiO2 powder (Degussa P25) was
hydrothermally treated in pure water at 150°C for dif-
ferent times. The results showed that a small amount of
anatase was transformed into rutile phase and more
aggregates of the TiO2 crystallites formed after hydro-
thermal treatment, resulting in the decrease of specific
surface area of the TiO2 powders [18].

In this work the formation process of titania during
hydrothermal synthesis starting from an amorphous
TiO2.xH2O gel has been investigated. The UV photoca-
talytic activities of the as-prepared samples were tested
by the degradation of 0.02M Orange 2 dye solutions.
Under the same conditions, the photocatalytic activity
of the commercially available photocatalyst (Degussa
P25) was examined.

EXPERIMENTAL

Preparation of titania precursors

All used chemicals, TiOSO4, TiOCl2, TiCl4, NH4OH
and metal titanium were supplied by Fluka Munich Ger-
many. Amorphous titania precursor (P1-P4) was pre-
pared by five different routes. The titanium salts were
precipitated at temperature 0°C in cooling bath with ice.
The white amorphous precipitates were washed with
distilled water and decanted.

Precursor P1: By-product of titania amorphous gel
from production of titania white by Precheza Pøerov
Ltd., Czech Republic. End samples are denoted as
AUT_4, AUT_10 and AUT_12.

Precursor P2: 15 g of TiOSO4 was diluted in 500 ml
of distilled water and precipitated with 1M solution of
ammonium hydroxide. End sample is denoted as
AUT_13.

Precursor P3: 15 ml of TiOCl2 hydrochloric acid
solution (Ti 15 %, HCl 38-42 %) was dissolved in
250 ml of distilled water and precipitated with 1 M solu-
tion of ammonium hydroxide. End sample is denoted as
AUT_14.
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Table 1.  Experimental conditions, BET, pore size distribution and rate constant of prepared samples.

Reaction XRD Ccrystallite Surface Average Total pore  Rate
Time Analysis size area pore radius volume constant k

Sample Precursor (days) (nm) (m2/g) (nm) (cm3/g) (min-1)

Aut_4 P1 3 Anatase 38.1 178.0 1.535 0.09 0.0208
Aut_10 P1 5 Anatase 34.5 149.7 1.529 0.06 0.0185
Aut_12 P1 7 Anatase 31.6 182.1 1.529 0.07 0.0154
Aut_13 P2 3 Anatase 19.1 450.4 1.528 0.17 0.0049
Aut_14 P3 3 Anatase 11.2 599.5 6.230 0.28 0.0158
Aut_15 P4 3 Anatase 23.8 273.3 1.528 0.08 0.0245
Aut_26 P5 3 Rutile 69.3 54.5 6.190 0.16 0.0236
P25 - - A/R 20.8/33.1 50.5 1.54 0.09 0.0416



Precursor P4: 10 ml of TiCl4 solution (0,1M in
20% HCl) was dissolved in 250 ml of distilled ice water
and precipitated with 1 M solution of ammonium
hydroxide. End sample is denoted as AUT_15.

Precursor P5: 2 g of metal Ti was dissolved in 5 ml
conc. HCl and diluted with 250 ml of distilled water.
The purple solution of TiCl3 was precipitated with 1M
ammonium hydroxide solution. End sample is denoted
as AUT_26.

Hydrothermal synthesis of titania powders

The amorphous gel precursor TiO2.xH2O (see Tab-
le 1) obtained by reaction with ammonium hydroxide
was transferred into 100 ml quartz cartouche held in
stainless steel autoclave. After flush with flow of nitro-
gen, the autoclave was slowly heated from room tem-
perature to the temperature of 250°C at the rate of
5°C/min by the PID controller. Then the reaction was
maintained at this temperature for 3-7 days. The auto-
clave was removed from the oven and free cooled to
room temperature. The product was removed from the
quartz cartouche, washing with decantation, filtered off
and dried at the oven at the temperature of 105°C.

Characterization methods

Specific surface areas of the samples were deter-
mined by nitrogen adsorption-desorption isotherms at
liquid nitrogen temperature using a Quantachrome
Nova 2000 instrument with NovaWin2 version 2.1. soft-
ware. In each case, prior to measurement the samples
were degassed in a flowing nitrogen atmosphere at
150°C for 5 h in a separate degassing unit. Specific sur-
face area was calculated by the BET method [19], while
the pore size distribution (pore diameter and pore volu-
me) was determined by the BJH method [20].

Transmission electron microscopy was carried out
by two instruments: Philips EM 201 at 80 kV and JEOL
JEM 3010 at 300 kV (LaB6 cathode). Copper grid
coated with a holey carbon support film was used
to prepare samples for TEM observation. Powder was
dispersed in ethanol and the suspension was treated
in ultrasonic bath for 10 minutes.

SEM studies were performed using a Philips XL30
CP microscope equipped with EDX, Robinson, SE and
BSE detectors. The sample was placed on an adhesive C
slice and coated with 10-nm-thick Au-Pd alloy layer. 

X-ray powder diffraction patterns were obtained
on a Siemens D5005 instrument using Cu Kα radiation
(40 kV, 30 mA) and diffracted beam monochromator.

Crystallite size of the samples was calculated from the
Scherrer [21] equation using the X-ray diffraction peak
at 2Θ = 25.3° (anatase) and 2Θ = 27.4° (rutile). Quali-
tative analysis was performed with the Eva Application
and the Xpert HighScore using the JCPDS PDF-2 data-
base [22].

Photocatalytic activity of samples was assessed
from the kinetics of the photocatalytic degradation of
0.02 M Orange II dye (OII) in aqueous slurries. Kine-
tics of the photocatalytic degradation of aqueous
Orange II dye solution was measured by using the pho-
toreactor [23]. This photoreactor consists of a stainless
steel cover and quartz tube with florescent lamp
(365 nm, 8 W). Orange II dye solution circulated by
means of membrane pump through the flow cuvette.
The concentration of Orange II dye was determined by
measuring absorbance at 480 nm with VIS spectrofo-
tometer ColorQuestXE. The concentrations calculated
the peak areas were plotted as a function of the irradia-
tion time. The software OriginPro 7.5 was used to fit
normalized kinetic curve of first-order kinetics to the
experimental points. For comparison, an analogous
experiment with the standard photocatalyst TiO2–P25
(Degussa) was carried out.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

X-Ray Diffraction (XRD)

XRD of the amorphous titania starting materials
(precursors P2-P4) showed that there are no peaks
present. XRD of the precursor P1 (Figure 1a) showed
anatase diffraction peaks with low intensity. The XRD
patterns of the titanium oxide prepared by hydrothermal
reaction of titania precursors (Figure 1b-g) comport
with a single phase of anatase (ICDD PDF 21-1272).
Figure 1h presented the pure rutile phase prepared from
TiCl3 solution (ICDD PDF 21-1276). No other poly-
morph of titania was observed. The broadening of dif-
fraction peaks indicates small size of nanocrystals. The
average size t of crystallites was calculated from the
peak half-width B using the Sherrer equation [17]: 

(1)

where k is a shape factor of the particle (it is 1 if the
spherical shape is assumed), λ and Θ are the wavelength
and the incident angle of the X-rays, respectively. The
peak width was measured at half of the maximum inten-
sity. The crystallite size calculated from diffraction
plane (101) of anatase and diffraction plane (110) of
rutile is summarized in Table 1. The crystallite size
decreased with the reaction time of hydrothermal syn-
thesis and depends on the origin of amorphous gel.
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Figure 2.  Desorption BJH pore area distribution (a) and pore volume distribution (b).
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Figure 1.  XRD pattern of presursor P1 (a) and samples AUT_4 (b), AUT_10 (c), AUT_12 (d), AUT_13 (e), AUT_14 (f), AUT_15
(g), AUT_26 (h).
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Surface area and porosity of prepared samples

All prepared samples give an isotherm of type II with an
A hysteresis loop according to the IUPAC classification
[24]. This kind of isotherm is indication of nonporous
powders or powders with pore diameters larger than
micropores. Type A hysteresis is due principally to
cylindrical pores open at both ends. Pore area distribu-
tion and pore volume distribution calculated by BJH
method are presented in Figure 2a and Figure 2b. The
pores with diameters around 8 nm are dominant for all
prepared samples. Specific surface area is presented in
Table 1. The highest value of surface area had sample
prepared from TiOCl2 (~ 600 m2/g), the lowest value
of surface area (150 m2/g) had sample prepared after
five days hydrothermal reaction of Precheza Ltd.
by-product.

Electron microscopy SEM, HRTEM and ED

The morphology of synthesized titania powder
observed by SEM is shown in Figure 3. In this picture,
there are presented, as an example, samples denoted as
AUT_4 and AUT_10. The morphology of the others
prepared samples is analogous.  The SEM and HRTEM
(Figure 4 a,b) micrographs show roughly spherical
particles of 40 nm size. At higher magnification in the
TEM micrographs, small subunits forming the agglo-
merates can be observed. HRTEM image shows small
anatase microcrystals forming the clumps.

High-resolution transmission electron microscopy
techniques were used to characterize the fine structure
of titanium dioxide prepared by hydrothermal synthesis.
Image processing analysis of HRTEM micrograph was
used to achieve in refinement of microstructure in the
sense that we can more accurately analyse grains and
grains boundaries. Furthermore, it is possible to deter-
mine and index crystallographic planes from Fourier

transform and find their orientations. The area used for
image processing is region of the original image taken
with mask 512×512 pixels. Microstructure of the pre-
pared samples is determined utilizing Fast Fourier
Transformation analysis techniques (FFT) for quantify
the lattice spacing.

The HRTEM micrographs in Figures 4a-d charac-
terize the surface morphology of the sample obtained
after three days of hydrothermal synthesis and denoted
as AUT_4. Figure 5a-d represent sample obtained after
five days of hydrothermal synthesis (AUT_10). The
crystalline areas are firm in all the parts of platelet crys-
tal. The fine fringe spacing is 0.35 nm (Figure 4c,d and
Figure 5c,d) and corresponding to the (011) plane of
anatase, the fine fringe spacing of 0.24 nm corresponds
to the (013) plane of anatase (see Figure 4c). 

HRTEM images of titania crystallites (Figure 6)
obtained by hydrothermal synthesis of gels prepared
from TiOSO4 (sample denoted as AUT_13) shows type
of domain corresponding to TiO2 space-group I41/amd.
The unit cell of anatase has been used to index the ED
pattern (calculated by FFT) inserted in Figure 6c. The
motive in Figure 6c corresponds to (110) plane. The fine
fringe spacing of 0.35 nm (Figure 6d) corresponds to
the (011) anatase plane.

HRTEM images of titania crystallites prepared by
hydrothermal synthesis of gels prepared from TiOCl2

and TiCl4, respectively, are presented in Figures 7 and 8
(samples denoted as AUT_14 and AUT_15). The fine
fringe spacing of 0.35 nm (Figure 7c and 8d) corres-
ponds to the (011) anatase plane and the fine fringe
spacing calculated by FFT method (Figure 7d and 8c)
corresponds to (101) plane of anatase unit cell. 

Sample denoted as AUT_26 was prepared by
hydrothermal synthesis of gel precursor prepared from
TiCl3. The crystalline areas are firm in all the parts of
narrow crystal. The fine fringe spacing is 0.32 nm
(Figure 9d) and corresponds to the (110) rutile plane. 
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Figure 3.  SEM images of sample AUT_4 (a) and sample AUT_10 (b).
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Diffraction methods are the most important sources
of microstructure information to identify individual
microscopic-sized crystallites, i.e. to identify the crys-
tallographic phase the crystallite corresponds to. Struc-
ture determination is generally based on selected area
electron diffraction (SAED) patterns in the transmission
electron microscope (TEM). A computer program
ProcessDiffraction [25] helps indexing a set of single
crystal selected area electron diffraction (SAED)
patterns by determining which of the presumed struc-
tures can fit all the measured patterns simultaneously.

Distances and angles are measured in the digitalized
patterns with a graphical tool by clicking on the two
shortest non-collinear vectors (spots), using user-sup-
plied calibration data. Next figures depicts the selected
electron diffraction patterns (SAED) analyzed by Pro-
cessDiffraction program. In these images are for exam-
ple presented SAED of sample denoted as AUT_10
(anatase) and AUT_26 (rutile). Figure 10a represents
the structure of anatase (ICDD PDF 21-1272) and
Figure 10b shows the structure of rutile (ICDD PDF
21-1272).
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Figure 4.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_4 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).

b)a)

d)c)

20 nm 10 nm

2 nm 2 nm



Photocatalytic activity

The photocatalytic activity of the prepared samples
was determined by degradation of 0.02 M Orange II dye
aqueous solutions under UV radiation at 365 nm wave-
length. In regions where the Lambert-Beer law is valid,
the concentration of the Orange II dye is proportional to
absorbance. A = ε c l (2)

where A is absorbance, c is concentration of absorbing
component, l is length of absorbing layer and ε is molar

absorbing coefficient. The time dependences of Orange
2 dye decomposition can be described by using Equa-
tion (3) for the first-order kinetics reaction:

(3)

where [OII] is concentration of Orange II dye and k is
rate constant. It is visible from Figure 11 that the first
order kinetics curves (plotted as lines) fitted to all
experimental points. For comparison, the photocatalytic
activity of a commercially available photocatalyst
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Figure 5.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_10 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).
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(Degussa P25) was also tested. The calculated degrada-
tion rate constants are listed in Table 1 and degradation
kinetics of Orange II dye at 365 nm wavelength of the
all prepared samples are presented in Figure 11. 

From results in Table 1 follow that titania powders
prepared by hydrothermal synthesis exhibits lower pho-
tocatalytic activity for degradation of aqueous Orange II
dye than reference sample P25 (Degussa). For pure
TiO2, the e- and h+ recombination may be grouped into
two categories: volume recombination and surface
recombination. Volume recombination is a dominant

process in well-crystallized large TiO2 particles [26],
which can be reduced by decreasing particle size. Re-
duction in particle size also leads to larger surface area,
which increases the available surface active sites. Sur-
face recombination becomes an important process when
particle size becomes extremely small, about 1-10 nm
[23]. 

From the results it is evident that the kind of pre-
cursor has effect on the end product. The samples pre-
pared from commercial product and from precursor pre-
pared from TiOSO4 have larger particle size (20-30 nm)
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Figure 6.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_13 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).
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and lower surface area. In Figure 4a-b is displayed
nucleus from by-product of amorphous gel which
recrystallize into anatase during the hydrothermal
process. This sample was compared with AUT_13 -
with well-developed crystal structure and poor photo-
catalytic activity. Samples prepared from Precursor P1
achieved decreasing activity with increasing reaction
time (3-7 days) in the autoclave (see Tab. 1). These
times have influence on crystallite size and surface area
and pore volume too. It can be said that activities of
samples prepared from precursor P1 increase with

increasing crystallite size. Sample AUT_13 prepared
from precursor P2 had very poor activity which was
caused probably by low crystallite size and poor crys-
tallinity (see Figure 13b). Sample AUT_14 and AUT_15
prepared from precursor P3 and P4 represent direct pro-
portion between the crystallite size and the photocat-
alytic activity and inverse proportion between the sur-
face area and the photocatalytic activity. These results
imply that photocatalytic activity increase with crystal-
lite size to the size limit and over this limit is decreased.
The products prepared from chloride precursors
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Figure 7.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_14 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).
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(AUT_14 and AUT_15) have the highest photocatalytic
activity thanks to the high surface area. Fall in photo-
catalytic activity of the sample AUT_14 prepared from
TiOCl2 is obviously caused by the fall in crystal size
to 10 nm. Unanticipated high photocatalytic activity
had sample prepared from TiCl3 precursor (AUT_26).
In comparison with other samples, it has the largest par-
ticle size and the lowest surface area. Sample AUT_26
was prepared from TiCl3, therefore oxygen vacancies
and trivalent titanium (Ti3+) may be present in the
modified TiO2. The oxygen vacancies and Ti3+ species

act as hole traps [27]. Once the oxygen vacancies and
Ti3+ species combined with the holes they turn into
charged species. At the same time, oxygen acts as elec-
tron trap during the reaction. Thereafter, the trapped
holes transfer to the organic substrate leading to a de-
gradation reaction and the charged defects recover
original states of oxygen vacancies and Ti3+. Both the
oxygen vacancies and Ti3+ were attributed to the enhan-
cement of photocatalytic activity of the sample denoted
as AUT_26. High photocatalytic activity is associated
with small crystallite sizes because small crystallite size
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Figure 8.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_15 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).
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can lead to quantum size effects in semiconductors [28].
This result suggests that the photocatalytic activity on
the decomposition of Orange II depends on the particle
size. It means the activity increases with a decreasing
particle size. It is consistent with the result that the pho-
tocatalytic reaction has a small particle-size effect,
wherein the photocatalytic activity increases with a
decrease of particle size [ ]. Titanium dioxide can take
on any of the following three crystal structures: anatase,
rutile and brookite.  Anatase type titanium dioxide pho-
tocatalyst generally exhibits higher photocatalytic acti-
vity than the other types of titanium dioxide as regards

the decomposition of organic pollutants by suppressing
the electron-hole recombination. In the case of AUT_26
sample, the rutile phase prepared from TiCl3 shows
higher photocatalytic activity than anatase by reason of
oxygen vacancies and trivalent titanium.

CONCLUSION

In the present work, we successfully synthesized
nanocrystalline titania powders by a hydrothermal
method and investigated their photocatalytic properties
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Figure 9.  HRTEM micrographs of sample AUT_26 (a). Images (b), (c) and (d) are enlarged parts of the image (a).

b)a)

d)c)

20 nm 10 nm

10 nm 2 nm



in details. The best photocatalytic activity showed the
samples of gel precursors prepared from TiCl4 and
TiCl3, respectively. The result suggests that the photo-
catalytic activity on the decomposition of Orange II dye
depends on the particle size. The photocatalytic activity
of titania powders was found to decrease  with increas-
ing reaction time of hydrothermal synthesis. Also effect
of hydrothermal synthesis in autoclave caused that
rutile has had higher photoactivity than anatase even
though in the majority of cases anatase achieve higher
activity.
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Figure 10.  Electron diffraction pattern of anatase - sample AUT_10 (a) and rutile (b)- sample AUT_26.

Scattering vector (1/nm)

0
0

42.6594

4020 60

28.4396

56.8792

14.2198

Av
er

ag
e 

in
te

ns
ity

 o
ve

r c
irc

le
s

71.099

803010 50 70

Scattering vector (1/nm)

0
0

67.8293

4020 60

45.2195

90.4391

22.6098

Av
er

ag
e 

in
te

ns
ity

 o
ve

r c
irc

le
s

113.049

1003010 50 70 80 90

a)

b)

Figure 11.  Photocatalytic activity of prepared titania powders
and photocatalyst Deggusa P25 at 365 nm wavelength.
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HYDROTERMÁLNÍ PØÍPRAVA TiO2 PRÁŠKÙ
A JEJICH FOTOKATALYTICKÉ VLASTNOSTI

VÁCLAV ŠTENGL, SNEJANA BAKARDJIEVA,
NATALIYA MURAFA, VENDULA HOUŠKOVÁ 

Ústav anorganické chemie, AV ÈR, v.v.i., Øež 250 68

Hydrotermálními postupy z prekurzoru TiO2.xH2O byl
pøipraven nanokrystalický oxid titanièitý mající velikost èástic
30 až 45 nm a mìrný povrch 150 až 600 m2g-1. Prekurzor byl
získán reakcí vodných roztokù TiOSO4, TiOCl2, TiCl4 respek-
tive TiCl3 s 1M roztokem hydroxidu amonného. Struktura pøi-
pravených vzorkù byla charakterizována pomocí rentgenové
difrakce (XRD) a elektronové difrakce (SAED). Morfologie a
mikrostruktura vzorkù byla analyzována pomocí skenovací
elektronové mikroskopie (SEM) a vysokorozlišovací transmis-
ní elektronové mikroskopie (HRTEM). K urèení mìrného
povrchu (BET) a porozity práškù byla použita metoda adsorpce
(desorpce) dusíku. Fotokatalytická aktivita pøipravených
práškù byla urèena pomocí rozkladu barviva Oranž II ve vod-
ném prostøedí a to UV záøením o vlnové délce 365 nm. Nejlepší
fotokatalytické vlastnosti vykazovaly vzorky pøipravené reakcí
s TiCl4 a TiCl3. Z výsledkù vyplývá, že rychlost rozkladu bar-
viva a tím i fokatalytická aktivita závisí na velikosti èástic
práškù pøipravených hydrotermální syntézou.
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